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Abstract: In the context of high-quality development in the new era, graduate education at local universities bears the important responsibility
of cultivating high-level innovative talents. However, current graduate course teaching faces several challenges, including insufficient integra-
tion of ideological and political education, incomplete implementation of teaching reforms, and slow progress in smart education develop-
ment. This paper systematically analyzes the current status and challenges of graduate course teaching at local universities and proposes a
series of pathways to enhance teaching quality. Specifically, the paper recommends strengthening the integration of ideological and political
education, deepening teaching reforms, and promoting the effective integration of smart education. The goal is to provide a reference for local
universities to cultivate compound talents who possess both professional competence and innovative capabilities, as well as a strong sense of
social responsibility.
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1. Introduction

The high-quality development of graduate education in local universities is crucial for meeting the demand for high-level talents, en-
hancing competitiveness, and promoting regional progress. It also fosters students' innovative spirit and practical abilities, contributing to a
strong educational nation. However, challenges exist: some students view coursework as mere exam preparation, neglecting deep knowledge
exploration and personal development. Others are motivated solely by scholarships or degree requirements, lacking genuine research inter-
est. Additionally, some instructors use outdated methods, failing to stimulate innovative thinking!". This paper explores pathways to improve

graduate course teaching, emphasizing the integration of ideological education.
2. Current Status and Challenges of Graduate Course Teaching

2.1 Insufficient Integration of Ideological and Political Education in Courses

Curriculum-based ideological and political education is an educational philosophy that integrates ideological and political education into
various courses, aiming to achieve holistic education throughout the entire curriculum and student experience. While it has been widely pro-
moted in universities, several issues remain:
2.1.1 Lack of Understanding

Some teachers view curriculum-based ideological and political education as a burden rather than an integral part of teaching. They
often mistake it for traditional political courses, overlooking its role in guiding values alongside professional knowledge. This disconnect
leads to unappealing, monotonous content that fails to integrate effectively into teaching, hindering its potential to cultivate students' val-
ues and morals.
2.1.2 Implementation Challenges

Integrating ideological and political content into professional courses without resorting to rigid indoctrination is a key challenge in
curriculum-based ideological and political education. Many teachers fail to deeply explore these elements, leading to superficial content that
does not engage students. Moreover, the lack of communication and collaboration among teaching teams limits the depth of integration, while
insufficient teaching staff and inadequate experience further hinder progress. The existing textbook system also falls short, lacking materials
that incorporate ideological elements and value guidance. Additionally, the absence of comprehensive institutional mechanisms, teacher train-
ing, and funding support constrains development.
2.1.3 Incomplete Evaluation System

A scientific evaluation system to measure the effectiveness of curriculum-based ideological and political education is lacking, making it
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difficult to quantify its impact™™. The current course evaluation system focuses too much on knowledge transmission and neglects the assess-
ment of students' ideological and political qualities, making it challenging to fully evaluate the effectiveness of this educational approach. The
evaluation methods are overly simplistic, lacking dynamic assessment of the process and outcomes, which makes it difficult to effectively
feedback teaching results and promote improvements in curriculum-based ideological and political education.

2.2 Incomplete Implementation of Teaching Reform

Teaching reform aims to improve teaching quality and promote the holistic development of students. Although teaching reform has been
steadily advancing across all levels of education in recent years, it still faces several challenges:

Firstly, the goals and direction of teaching reform are not sufficiently clear. Some schools focus too much on changes in teaching for-
mats, such as introducing new teaching equipment or altering classroom teaching methods, but neglect the substantial improvement of teach-
ing quality. The lack of clear teaching objectives leads to unclear directions in teaching reform, making it difficult to achieve expected out-
comes, like a ship losing its course®.

Secondly, teaching methods are monotonous, lacking innovation. Traditional teaching methods still dominate, with insufficient diversity
in teaching approaches, making it difficult to stimulate students' interest and initiative. Students passively receive knowledge, lacking the
ability for independent learning and inquiry, like passive receivers rather than active explorers. Additionally, the teaching content is outdated,
lacking relevance to current times and practicality, making it difficult to meet students' learning needs and capture their interest'”’.

Furthermore, students often show a lack of interest and initiative in learning, leading to poor attention and low class participation.
They tend to passively receive information, lacking independent learning abilities and the spirit of inquiry, which hampers their ability to
apply knowledge in real life. Additionally, some teachers' outdated teaching philosophies and methods struggle to meet modern educational
demands. Their lack of innovation and teaching competence affects the organization and quality of instruction, failing to engage students ef-
fectively. Course design and content also present issues, with poorly structured and outdated materials that don't form a coherent knowledge
system or meet students' learning needs. Some teachers' teaching logic is disorganized, making it difficult for students to grasp and master
concepts.

2.3 Slow Development of Smart Education

As an important force in promoting the modernization of education, smart education in local universities has made considerable progress
in recent years. However, due to constraints such as resources, technology, and faculty, smart education in local universities still faces several
challenges and issues:

2.3.1 Resource Imbalance

Compared to key universities, local universities face a significant gap in the allocation of smart education resources. Urban and key uni-
versities often have more advanced smart education equipment and richer online resources, enabling them to better implement smart educa-
tion, whereas local universities face outdated equipment and insufficient resources. This resource imbalance results in local university students
receiving a lower degree and quality of smart education, which is detrimental to educational equity.

2.3.2 Insufficient Teacher Training

Teachers in local universities generally have lower information technology literacy and smart education application abilities and lack
training in using smart education tools. Many teachers have limited understanding of the functions and usage of smart education tools, making
it difficult to effectively integrate them into the teaching process, leading to poor outcomes in smart education'®’.

2.3.3 Insufficient Funding for Smart Education

Local universities often have limited funding for smart education, making it difficult to meet the needs of smart education development.

Some schools struggle to purchase advanced smart education equipment and software, and find it challenging to conduct research and training

in smart education'.

3. Reform Pathways for High-Quality Development of Graduate Course Teaching

3.1 Strengthening Ideological and Political Education in Courses

Ideological and political education is essential in higher education, merging value education with professional knowledge to cultivate
students' moral character and instill socialist core values. This education should transcend political theory courses and integrate into all disci-
plines. For example, ecological concepts can be included in natural science classes, and traditional Chinese stories in humanities courses. This
holistic approach shapes students' values, broadens their knowledge, and fosters critical thinking.

Innovative teaching methods are vital for effective ideological and political education. In history classes, group discussions can help stu-

dents explore the principles behind events, while literature courses might analyze works with ideological depth to inspire creativity. Utilizing
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information technology tools like MOOCs and micro-lectures further diversifies teaching methods and enhances educational delivery.

A capable teaching staff is crucial for the success of this education. Teachers must possess strong professional knowledge and moral
qualities. Schools should invest in teacher development through training and seminars to prepare educators for this role.
3.2 Deepening Teaching Reform

To improve teaching quality and enhance students' learning experiences, schools and educational departments should implement com-
prehensive measures. These include setting clear teaching objectives, diversifying methods, updating content, and stimulating student interest.
It's crucial to align teaching content with course goals and avoid formalism. Teachers should employ varied methods like flipped classrooms,
group discussions, and case studies, adapting them to the subject and student needs to boost engagement. Regularly updating teaching materi-
als and incorporating the latest research ensures content remains relevant. Extracurricular activities, competitions, and practical projects can
further engage students while offering personalized support. Additionally, schools should provide ongoing teacher training to enhance teach-
ing methods and encourage participation in research and reform projects. Optimizing course design to align with students' needs and career
prospects is essential, ensuring coherence and collaboration with industries for practical content integration.
3.3 Enhancing the Quality of Smart Education

Local universities face numerous challenges in the development of smart education, but these can be gradually overcome through effec-
tive strategies, promoting the healthy development of smart education.
3.3.1 Increasing Investment in Smart Education Resources

Local governments and educational departments should increase investment in smart education for local universities, improving hard-
ware facilities and enhancing network environments to narrow the gap with key universities. Meanwhile, local universities should be encour-
aged to collaborate and share resources with urban and key universities to achieve complementary advantages.
3.3.2 Strengthening Teacher Training in Smart Education

Local governments and educational departments should increase funding for teacher training, organizing targeted smart education train-
ing sessions to enhance teachers' information technology literacy and their ability to apply smart education. Teachers should also be encour-
aged to participate in online learning and seminars to autonomously improve their smart education skills.
3.3.3 Increasing Funding for Smart Education

Local governments and educational departments should increase funding to meet the development needs of smart education in local uni-
versities. Moreover, local universities should explore diversified funding sources through university-industry collaboration and integration of

education, research, and industry, providing strong support for the development of smart education™.

4. Conclusion

The high-quality development of graduate course teaching in local universities is not only related to the competitiveness of the insti-
tutions but also holds significant importance for the regional economic and social development as well as the national strategy of building
a strong educational system. Currently, graduate course teaching faces numerous challenges, but by strengthening ideological and political
education, deepening teaching reforms, and enhancing the quality of smart education, the quality of graduate course teaching can be effec-
tively improved. This will cultivate socialist builders and successors who are well-rounded in moral, intellectual, physical, aesthetic, and
labor education. In the future, local universities should further increase resource investment, optimize course systems and teaching mod-
els, and improve the comprehensive quality and teaching ability of teachers, thereby achieving greater breakthroughs and development in

higher education.
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