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Abstract: In the biodiversity of the Earth, endangered animals are one of the most vulnerable groups in nature. With the continuous expansion
of human activities, many rare animals are facing a survival crisis. In this context, the media, as an important channel for information dissemi-
nation, plays a crucial role in raising public awareness of animal protection, promoting social attention and participation, and promoting the
formulation and implementation of relevant policies. Based on this, how can news media help endangered animals? Explore for reference by
relevant practitioners.
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1. Introduction

Endangered animals are facing a crisis of survival, with their numbers rapidly decreasing and their living environment being damaged,
requiring effective protection and attention. In this era of information explosion, the role of the media is becoming increasingly important. The
media can attract public attention and discussion by reporting on the current situation and issues of endangered animals, and encourage all

sectors of society to take action to protect these precious biological resources.

2. Overview of News Media

News media can be defined as a collective organization or platform, which aims to collect, edit and disseminate news and other relevant
information. It provides various news, views and reports to the public through various forms of media, such as newspapers, magazines, televi-
sion, radio, the Internet, etc. The job of news media is to collect news content from different fields through various channels, edit and filter
it, and then deliver it to the audience. This includes reporting events directly from the scene, interviewing experts and individuals, and col-
lecting in-depth reports on social and political issues. News media seek to disseminate information among the public and generate attention
and discussion. News media also bear the responsibility of information dissemination, not only conveying news, but also having the task of
interpreting and analyzing news events, so that the public can understand and evaluate their impact. News media should also provide various
perspectives and opinions, promote dialogue and debate, and encourage public participation in discussions and decision-making on important

issues!".

3. The challenges faced by endangered animals

3.1 Destruction of ecological environment

With the rapid development of human society, activities such as urbanization, industrialization, and agricultural expansion continue
to encroach on the habitats of animals, resulting in their living space becoming smaller and smaller. Many rare animals have lost their food
sources and breeding grounds as a result, and their population has sharply declined. Environmental pollution is also an important aspect of
ecological damage. Industrial wastewater, pesticide residues, and plastic waste continue to enter the natural environment, posing a serious
threat to the survival of animals. Some animals die due to ingestion of harmful substances, while others become extinct due to environmental
degradation and inability to adapt. The destruction of the ecological environment not only directly affects the survival of animals, but also un-
dermines the ecological balance. Many animals play a crucial role in the food chain, and their disappearance will threaten the survival of other

organisms, thereby affecting the stability of the entire ecosystem.
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3.2 Illegal hunting and trade

Some rare animals are illegally hunted and sold due to their unique appearance, medicinal value, or cultural symbolic significance. These
animals are often hunted to obtain their fur, horns, bones, and other organs for making luxury goods or medicinal herbs. The rise of illegal
trade has led to a sharp decline in the population of these animals, and even the risk of extinction. Illegal hunting and trade not only directly
reduce the number of animals, but also disrupt their breeding and migration habits. Some animals are unable to reproduce due to the loss of
mates or offspring, while others are unable to complete the migration process due to being caught. These behaviors seriously disrupt the nor-

mal living habits of animals and pose a great threat to their survival.
4. How to use news media to assist endangered animals

4.1 Enhancing public awareness

Through in-depth reporting, news media can help the public understand the crises and challenges faced by endangered animal species.
These reports can provide detailed information on the causes of species extinction, such as habitat destruction, climate change, illegal hunt-
ing, and trade. Through accurate, comprehensive, and objective reporting, news media can present a real picture to the public, making people
aware of the urgency of protecting endangered animals and the importance of protecting human ecosystems. Reporting should not only inform
the public about the existence of endangered animals, but also explore the importance of animal species for ecological balance. By introduc-
ing their roles in the food chain, seed dissemination, and ecological functions such as grassland maintenance, news media can help the public
recognize the importance of endangered animals to the entire ecosystem. This correct understanding helps to change people's attitudes towards
biodiversity, enhance their awareness of endangered animals, and protect them.
4.2 Enhance education and information dissemination

News media can provide in-depth professional knowledge and scientific explanations in their reports to help the public better under-
stand the living habits, habitat needs, breeding methods and other information of endangered animals. This type of information dissemination
is helpful to break the public's inherent prejudice and misunderstanding about endangered species and promote a more comprehensive and
objective understanding. News media can also reveal the habitat status and threats of endangered animals, and make the public aware of the
impact of habitat destruction, pollution and climate change on animal survival. This kind of report is helpful to arouse the public's attention
to environmental issues, encourage people to reflect on their lifestyle and consumption habits, seek more sustainable development methods,
and support publicity and policies related to animal habitat protection. The news media can also widely report endangered animal protection
projects, volunteer activities and scientific research results, and encourage the public to actively participate”’.
4.3 Expose illegal wildlife trade

Illegal wildlife trade is currently a major challenge facing the world, posing a huge threat to endangered animals and the entire ecosys-
tem. The news media plays an important role in exposing and reporting on illegal wildlife trade. This work involves investigating journalists
conducting in-depth excavations and undercover investigations to uncover the truth behind smuggling networks and related criminal activities.
These reports can provide detailed descriptions of the smuggling process, clues between the origin and destination, and how smugglers evade
the supervision of law enforcement agencies. Reporting can also strengthen cooperation with authorities and encourage them to take stricter
legal measures to combat this criminal behavior. By reporting on illegal wildlife trade, news media can raise public awareness and attention to
this issue. Reports can vividly describe the suffering and cruel treatment suffered by endangered animals, making the public deeply aware of
the urgency of protecting endangered species. News media can also reveal the negative impact of illegal wildlife trade on society, such as the
spread of criminal activities, threats to national security, and economic losses, in order to strengthen the collective efforts of society to prevent
this form of criminal behavior.
4.4 Advocate for sustainable development and environmental protection

News media can show the public the direct and indirect effects of environmental damage on endangered animals, as well as their ecolog-
ical functions and importance in the ecosystem through in-depth reports. The report can present the situation of endangered animals and their
habitats being destroyed, and arouse the public's emotional resonance through realistic and touching pictures and videos, and deepen their
understanding of biodiversity and ecological balance. In addition, the news media can also explore various methods and practices of environ-
mental protection, such as sustainable agriculture, utilization of renewable energy and protection of rare plants. Such reports can inspire the
public to change their existing lifestyles and consumption behaviors, and call on individuals and collectives to actively participate in environ-
mental protection and reduce the damage to animal habitats and natural resources. These reports can convey scientists' efforts and discoveries,
share the latest protection strategies and practical effects, and encourage the public to participate in and support the corresponding scientific

research projects and technological innovations.
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4.5 Emphasize government and organizational actions

By reporting the legal measures taken by the government, the formulation and implementation of policies and various protection projects
carried out by non-governmental organizations, the news media can show the public the efforts and achievements made by all parties to pro-
tect endangered animals. Reports can focus on the protection work of the government and non-governmental organizations, such as establish-
ing the organizational structure and workflow of protection projects, assisting wildlife monitoring and research, improving habitat manage-
ment and promoting public education. This kind of report can introduce and evaluate the efforts made by different organizations in protecting
endangered animals, as well as their investments and achievements in this regard. The news media can also report the contributions of govern-
ments and organizations in formulating and promoting relevant legislation, including participating in formulating national or regional laws
and regulations to protect endangered species, establishing wildlife reserves and game reserves, prohibiting illegal wildlife trade, and strength-

ening law enforcement!*,

5. Conclusion

In summary, the media plays a crucial role in protecting endangered animals. Through its powerful information dissemination function,
the media not only enhances public awareness of animal protection, but also promotes social attention and participation, injecting strong im-
petus into the animal protection cause. In future development, the media should continue to leverage its advantages, actively respond to chal-

lenges, and make greater contributions to animal protection.
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