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Abstract: Nowadays, more and more Chinese undergraduate students choose to go abroad for further study. IELTS then is a criterion to test 

if they are qualified to study overseas. Writing tasks are essential in writings and learning how to write them is meaningful to the test-takers 

when they have to go abroad to continue to study. This article is a pre-test for students to check their writing skills and is useful for their for-

mal IELTS test. For the test-takers, taking this test can help them to prepare important IELTS in advance and can check their writing problems 

for them to improve which can be a very good learning experience. 
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Introduction
For this test, the learning group is Chinese university students who want to go abroad to study or living there. And to go abroad, for a non 

English-speaking country, Chinese students need to pass the official language test named International English Language Testing System (IELTS) 

or The Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). But to narrow the test down like its test content and target country which IELTS is main-

ly used for European countries and TOEFL is for America, the focus is on IELTS test. Since there are too many students in universities who want 

to go abroad to study all over China, the test is pretended to be taken in Wuhan, Hubei province which is in the central part of China. 

The purpose of the test is to help students to double check their writing skills before the IELTS and it is a summative test. And the reason 

to choose writing skills is that many Chinese students are weak in writing English essays especially argumentative writings. It seems like Chi-

nese logic is different from English because the English teachers always say that there is something wrong with students’ writing logic. The 

biggest reason may be that the students think and write in Chinese way and then translate into English rather than directly thinking and writ-

ing in English. Thus many students can not get high grades in IELTS writing part and fail to pass the test. However, IELTS is very expensive 

for students to take very often especially when students just fail the writing part but the overall scores are okay. So the training school tests the 

students’ writing skills in advance to check their problems and weaknesses and can give them advice. Then the students can prepare well to 

take formal language tests. 

Chapter One Test Criterion
For the writing skills, the students may use not very often in real life since this is a technological time but there are some contexts for 

writing skills. There are many writing activities like “completing forms and questionnaires, writing reports, memoranda”, etc(the CEFR, p. 

61)[1]. In this writing test, it mainly includes “creative and imaginative writing” and “writing personal or business letters” (the CEFR, p. 61)[1]. 

From the overall written production, the test-takers need to learn how to and can “write clear, well-structured texts of complex subjects, under-

lining the relevant salient issues, expanding and supporting points of view at some length with subsidiary points, reasons and relevant exam-

ples, and rounding off with an appropriate conclusion.” (the CEFR, p. 61)[1] For argumentative writings, appropriate and ample argumentation 

and explanation are necessary. So the students need to know how to express own opinions on a certain topic with several explanations to sup-

port the argumentation. Also, there is a writing part of describing the statistics and their relationship in the chart. In this part, the students need 

to learn how to observe the statistics and use the related vocabularies. And after taking the test, the test-takers can finish assignments, formal 

written texts and write letters in clear logic on their own. And also, the test-takers can sometimes write “clear, detailed, well-structured and 

developed descriptions and imaginative texts in an assured, personal, natural style appropriate to the reader in mind” (the CEFR, p. 62). But 

this criterion is for those who have already grasped great English writing skills and can improve themselves after the test. The main criterion 

is still the overall written production one.

Chapter Two Test Constructs
For the writing skills, in general competences, there is not much to mention but about the ability to learn, the study skills can sometimes 
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easy to heat and more portable.

1.2 Manufacturing Skills and Processes

fast, the temperature should be moderate in the blowing process, and the trick of pores is to knead sugar evenly. It is easy to 

knead without force. The key technology of the sugar blower is blowing and pinching. The craftsman uses a small wooden stick 

to wrap a little sugar syrup, pinches a simple shape with his hand, and then blows it gently. The sugar syrup blows more and 

more like a balloon. With the cooperation of hand pulling, pinching and pulling, he shapes various shapes while blowing. Soon, 

a lifelike animal or plant shape appears. The production of marshmallow blowing sugar generally has the following processes: 1 

First stir the sugar syrup with appropriate temperature evenly, then wrap a little sugar syrup with a small wooden stick, put it in 

your hand and knead it back and forth like noodles to form a ball, then gently press a pit with your thumb, then close the small 

hollow oblate ball, and then gradually shape it with both hands; 3. To be blow-molded, you can use bamboo sticks, scissors and 

It has two very important tricks in the production process of blowing sugar. First, the raw materials should be good enough 

with the appropriate temperature. The best maltose shall be selected for further progress. The temperature in the production 

process shall not be too high or too low. When the temperature is high, the maltose is soft and can not be shaped, and when the 

temperature is low, the maltose is too hard and can not be shaped. Therefore, it is very important to boil the dilute sugar. Sugar 

blowing pays attention to both seasons and regions. The best season for sugar blowing is generally from October to April of the 

next year. During this period, the temperature is low, it is easy to set, and the weather is dry and not easy to melt. Compared 

with the south, sugar blowing is more suitable in the north. The weather in the south is humid and the sugar is easy to melt. The 

their hands. Second, blow while molding and use gas properly. When blowing, we should grasp the strength, pay attention to the 

priorities, cooperate with the different actions of both hands, and quickly complete the modeling before the sugar hardens. This 

is the key to the production of sugar blowing man, which can not be taught by language, and the producer needs to ponder and 

experience through practice. The sugar blower is not simple as looks. It takes years of practice for craftsmen to have very skilled 

techniques and skills. Because the temperature of the sugar syrup is very high, sugar blowers often have thick calluses on their 

.

Therefore, the manufacturing technology and process of Ma’s sugar blowing are very particular. Due to the characteristics 

of the material sugar syrup, the manufacturing process should not be long. It has to be completed in about a minute, and 

some times are even shorter. Once it is not completed in a short time, the sugar syrup will slowly harden due to the change of 

temperature, so there is no way to shape it. The production process of Ma’s sugar blowing man mainly focuses on the hand (the 

hand should be fast, accurate and skillful), the eye (the eye should see the position), the heart (the heart should be peaceful 

stable), and the temperature (the temperature of the sugar should be well matched with the temperature and humidity of the 

weather). This is the uniqueness of Ma’s sugar blowing technology.

2 Subject matter and content
The subjects of Ma’s sugar blowing are animals and plants. Animal Themes mainly include the twelve zodiac series and 

animals with auspicious meanings. Plants include gourd, pepper, corn, radish, apple, pomegranate and other simple themes. 

There are two forms of these themes: single form and combined form. Some animals can shape a variety of images, such as 

cattle, bullfighting, buffalo, yellow bull, etc; Another example is the horse, including galloping horse, warhorse, flying horse, 

be used in writing skills. The study skills include “ability to make effective use of the learning opportunities created by teaching situations” 

like “maintain attention to the presented information”, “grasp the intention of the task set” and “make rapid and frequent active use of the lan-

guage learnt” (the CEFR, p. 107)[1]. In the writing part, there is much information to deal with in short times especially in the statistic writing. 

And in the argumentative writing, the test-takers need to firstly summarize the question instructions and express in own words. So the test-

takers need to learn how to grasp the information behind the question quickly and flexibly use words to write. 

As for communicative language competences, linguistic competences matter most in this writing test design, and according to the 

CEFR[1], the general linguistic range is that the test-takers “can select an appropriate formulation from a broad range of language to express 

him/herself clearly, without having to restrict what he/she wants to say” (p. 110). The hope that the test-takers can flexibly express their own 

opinions without being restricted to vocabularies is the high standard of writing skills. To achieve this goal, the test-takers are required to have 

lexical competence like fixed expressions and broad vocabularies, grammatical competence like grammatical accuracy, semantic competence 

like lexical semantics and pragmatic semantics, and orthographic competence which is essential in written text. For semantic competence, the 

test-takers do not have to write down how to compose the entailment but the competence can be shown according to their writings. 

Chapter Three Test Content
For the test content, there will be mainly three parts. Before the writing test begins, all the test-takers must give their electronic products 

to the examiner with only a bottle of water and pens in their hands. The whole writing test lasts for 1 hour and 40 minutes and three different 

sheets of paper will be given to the test-takers according to the writing test order. The first part is a small basic letter writing and the task can 

be complaint letter, request letter, advice letter, invitation letter or lost and found letter. For example, suppose that you are going to take vaca-

tions and invite one of your friends to stay in your house and take care of it. The test-takers need to write letters to the friend to explain the 

house-keeping instructions and express their thanks. This writing task needs to be finished in 20 minutes with more than 150 words. When the 

20-minute bell rings, the test-takers must hand in the writings to the examiner. After this task, the test-takers can have 10 minutes’ break. 

Then the second writing test will be given to the test-takers about the chart writing which can include pie charts, curve charts, bar charts 

or flow charts. There can be one or two connected charts for the test-takers to summarize information and describe statistics. The test-takers 

need to describe the statistics in the chart coherently in 20 minutes with more than 150 words. 

After 10 minutes’ break, it comes to the last main writing task which is the argumentative writing. In this task, the test-takers need to 

express their own opinions about a certain topic, or discussing two different opinions given in the question titles against the same topic, or 

explaining a certain situation and giving solutions. For example, the test-takers need to share their opinions on a debate of whether electronic 

books are more popular than traditional printed books or not. The test-takers need to finish this task within 40 minutes with more than 250 

words.

In formal IELTS writing, there are only two parts but for this test, it is designed to encourage the test-takers to learn and think more. The 

three tasks share the same criteria which are communicative quality, including coherence and logic, and vocabulary and sentence structure. 

In the task achievement, however, there are different band descriptors. Though the previous narrations suppose that the test-takers’ writing 

skills are in B2 level, to make the rating and scoring more as a whole, it starts from the basic level. Each task score is the average of the three 

grades. And the final writing score is the average of three tasks’ scores. The detailed rating and scoring are referring to the CEFR and IELTS 

band descriptors.[2][3]

Chapter Four Validity, Reliability and Authenticity
For test validity, this writing test reflects the test constructs which derived from the test-takers’ criterion from informal letter to academic 

chart writing and argumentative writing. From general competences to sociolinguistic competence, the test all takes into consideration and 

concentrates most on linguistic competences. And as an achievement assessment, this test engages sufficiently with the curriculum content 

and can provide a reliable sample of learner achievement. For instance, the letter writing tests the test-takers’ use of politeness principle in 

written text and the chart writing tests the test-takers’ ability of data summary and vocabularies of data description. As for the argumentative 

writing, it is an all-round test for writing skills. For normal students who want to test their writing skills, there are many special competitions 

on campus. Since the test-takers are all the students who have already taken or planning to take the IELTS test, they must prepare a lot before. 

And the reason that they take this test is that they want to double check their writing skills so they must be familiar with the response formats.

Relating to reliability, this writing test results can be similar among the test-takers and provinces if the question titles are the same. But 

different task requirements can have different answers especially when the writing test is open to the public and needs to change the questions 

every time. The differences every time are the test topics. But the test content which tests letter writing, chart writing and argumentative writ-

ing is always the same. And the administration will always be the same which is the training school in Wuhan. For who administers and grades 
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this test, two native English speakers and an English teacher from China who are expert in IELTS writing are appropriate. One is responsible 

for task one and two and the other is responsible for task three. Another person will check their grading for a second time if there is a huge gap 

between these tasks’ scores. And the training school will send the test-takers’ task scores and the overall writing scores with their writings to 

their addresses. 
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