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easy to heat and more portable.

1.2 Manufacturing Skills and Processes

fast, the temperature should be moderate in the blowing process, and the trick of pores is to knead sugar evenly. It is easy to 

knead without force. The key technology of the sugar blower is blowing and pinching. The craftsman uses a small wooden stick 

to wrap a little sugar syrup, pinches a simple shape with his hand, and then blows it gently. The sugar syrup blows more and 

more like a balloon. With the cooperation of hand pulling, pinching and pulling, he shapes various shapes while blowing. Soon, 

a lifelike animal or plant shape appears. The production of marshmallow blowing sugar generally has the following processes: 1 

First stir the sugar syrup with appropriate temperature evenly, then wrap a little sugar syrup with a small wooden stick, put it in 

your hand and knead it back and forth like noodles to form a ball, then gently press a pit with your thumb, then close the small 

hollow oblate ball, and then gradually shape it with both hands; 3. To be blow-molded, you can use bamboo sticks, scissors and 

It has two very important tricks in the production process of blowing sugar. First, the raw materials should be good enough 

with the appropriate temperature. The best maltose shall be selected for further progress. The temperature in the production 

process shall not be too high or too low. When the temperature is high, the maltose is soft and can not be shaped, and when the 

temperature is low, the maltose is too hard and can not be shaped. Therefore, it is very important to boil the dilute sugar. Sugar 

blowing pays attention to both seasons and regions. The best season for sugar blowing is generally from October to April of the 

next year. During this period, the temperature is low, it is easy to set, and the weather is dry and not easy to melt. Compared 

with the south, sugar blowing is more suitable in the north. The weather in the south is humid and the sugar is easy to melt. The 

their hands. Second, blow while molding and use gas properly. When blowing, we should grasp the strength, pay attention to the 

priorities, cooperate with the different actions of both hands, and quickly complete the modeling before the sugar hardens. This 

is the key to the production of sugar blowing man, which can not be taught by language, and the producer needs to ponder and 

experience through practice. The sugar blower is not simple as looks. It takes years of practice for craftsmen to have very skilled 

techniques and skills. Because the temperature of the sugar syrup is very high, sugar blowers often have thick calluses on their 

.

Therefore, the manufacturing technology and process of Ma’s sugar blowing are very particular. Due to the characteristics 

of the material sugar syrup, the manufacturing process should not be long. It has to be completed in about a minute, and 

some times are even shorter. Once it is not completed in a short time, the sugar syrup will slowly harden due to the change of 

temperature, so there is no way to shape it. The production process of Ma’s sugar blowing man mainly focuses on the hand (the 

hand should be fast, accurate and skillful), the eye (the eye should see the position), the heart (the heart should be peaceful 

stable), and the temperature (the temperature of the sugar should be well matched with the temperature and humidity of the 

weather). This is the uniqueness of Ma’s sugar blowing technology.

2 Subject matter and content
The subjects of Ma’s sugar blowing are animals and plants. Animal Themes mainly include the twelve zodiac series and 

animals with auspicious meanings. Plants include gourd, pepper, corn, radish, apple, pomegranate and other simple themes. 

There are two forms of these themes: single form and combined form. Some animals can shape a variety of images, such as 

cattle, bullfighting, buffalo, yellow bull, etc; Another example is the horse, including galloping horse, warhorse, flying horse, 
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1. The Philosophical Category of Value
The concept of value is multifaceted, and people's understanding of value is diverse. Karl Marx once examined the term "value" and 

referenced the book “On the Origin of Philosophical Terms,” providing an explanation of the meaning of value. The book interprets the term 

"value" as having etymological connections with the ancient Sanskrit and Latin word meaning "to cover, protect, or overlay." The term "val-

ue" further evolved from the derived meaning of "respect, admiration, and affection." The original meaning of "value"is thus characterized 

as"having a protective and preserving role, being precious, respectable, and significant." This fundamental meaning is generally associated 

with the" termvalue." This relationship essentially tends towards the positive aspects of value. For instance,"Cihai," a Chinese encyclopedia, 

defines value as "the use or positive effect of things." 

Through the in-depth analysis and deconstruction of the connotation of "value", it becomes evident that the theoretical foundation of 

this study leads back to the fundamental philosophical concepts within Marx's theory of value. The criterion for assigning value to some-

thing should be grounded in the realization of people's free and comprehensive development and the significance of things in the lives and 

activities of individuals, groups, and even the entire society. As articulated in the seminal Marxist theoretical work, "Basic Principles of 

Marxism," it posits that "value is a philosophical category reflecting the meaningful relationship between the subject and the object, sig-

nifying the impact that the object has on the life and activities of individuals, groups, and even the entire society" In the pursuit of a more 

scientifically and systematically grounded exploration of value research, recognizing the overall nature and significance of the human 

development satisfied by the object in the survival and progress of the subject, we categorize value into "purpose value" and "instrumental 

value." The purpose denotes the satisfaction of a specific need in itself, while the tool represents the conditions and processes required to 

achieve the goal.

2. The theoretical basis for the value of ideological and political education
Zhang Yaocan, Zheng Yongting, and others have defined the value of ideological and political education as “an objective subject-object 

relationship rooted in the laws governing the formation and development of the subject’s ideological and political character. It encompasses 

the correlation between the existence and essence of ideological and political education and its alignment, appropriateness, and proximity to 

human nature, purpose, and needs.”Shen Zhuanghai, in the New Principles of Ideological and Political Education, defines the value of ideo-

logical and political education as follows:”The positive significance of ideological and political education, with people and social organiza-

tions as the subject, lies in the relationship aimed at fulfilling the needs of individuals, society, and national development.”

This perspective remains highly representative today, primarily defining ideological and political education as a subject-object or satis-

faction relationship. The subject is the individual, encompassing the sum of all social relations, including individuals, collectives, and various 

real people within the social context. As Li Deshun articulates: "The 'person' in real, concrete, and social terms is not a singular abstraction 

but a complex life system with multiple levels such as individual, group, and class."The realization of a realistic person" is achieved through 

the operation of ideological and political education itself. The object is ideological and political education, serving as a tool and support in the 
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process of attaining the ultimate goal of comprehensive human development. By borrowing the concept of the subject-object relationship to 

define the value of ideological and political education, its value becomes more targeted than the relationship between people and things." The 

expounded content is more specific, and this subject-object relationship is objective rather than subjective.

Moreover, the process of achieving this goal involves adhering to the laws governing the formation and development of the Juche ideo-

logical and political character as the yardstick. It aims to clarify the value content, moving beyond the previous generality of value based 

solely on "needs" and aligning more closely with the disciplinary characteristics of ideological and political education. Ultimately, the realiza-

tion of the value of ideological and political education hinges on whether the existence and nature of ideological and political education are 

consistent, appropriate, and in harmony with human nature, goals, and needs. In other words, the issue of the value of ideological and political 

education has actually helped us to further clarify that ideological and political education is to resolve the contradiction between the ideologi-

cal and moral requirements put forward by a certain social development and the ideological and moral level of the people at the present stage, 

and the significance of the value of ideological and political education is to make the contradictions and disparities gradually tend to be closer 

and the same.

3. The basic form of the value of ideological and political education
Considering the overall nature and impact of the scale essential for the survival and development of the core entity in ideological and 

political education, the value of ideological and political education can be categorized into two distinct forms: purposive value and instru-

mental (means) value. The purpose denotes the intrinsic satisfaction necessary for the development of a particular scale. In other words, the 

value contributed by ideological and political education activities in the pursuit of realizing the scale of comprehensive human development is 

termed purposive value. On the other hand, the tool (means) represents the conditions and processes required to attain the goal. Therefore, the 

value of ideological and political education activities lies in their participation in the realization and enhancement of other values during the 

process of achieving the scale of comprehensive human development.

3.1 The purposeful value of ideological and political education
Marx stated: "Man's purpose is the way and method that determines his activity as a law, and he must subordinate his will to this end."① 

The concept of "purpose"within the realm of practice pertains to the fulfillment itself that addresses the requirements of a specific devel-

opmental scale. It involves the concretization and actualization of the subject's intrinsic purpose, acting as the guiding mechanism for the 

subject's value choices. The outcome of satisfying this guiding mechanism is the realization of surplus within the human scale at a particular 

stage.

Hence, the purposive value of ideological and political education centers around considering "realistic individuals" as the primary value 

entity. This approach uses the laws governing the formation and development of ideological and political character as the benchmark. Its pri-

mary focus is on addressing the needs of "real people" concerning ideological and political qualities and comprehensive individual develop-

ment. It aims to align the existence and nature of ideological and political education with the nature, purpose, and needs of "realistic people",  

striving for consistency, appropriateness, and closeness.

In essence, the value of ideological and political education should be framed around the all-round development of "realistic individuals". 

This perspective ensures that ideological and political education activities are in harmony with the "will" of the primary entity, facilitating the 

cultivation of new individuals of the times and the realization of people's freedom and comprehensive

3.2 The instrumental (means) value of ideological and political education
The instrumental value of ideological and political education pertains to the means or tools employed in achieving the goals and tasks of 

ideological and political education. This value is intricately linked to the efficiency and worth of various tools, methods, means, or resources 

utilized in educational practice. The key consideration is whether these tools can effectively accomplish the intended educational objectives. 

Thus, the instrumental value of ideological and political education is synonymous with the efficacy and efficiency of the diverse tools and 

means employed in educational practice. It serves as the criterion for assessing the appropriateness of these tools and means in the context of 

ideological and political education.

Over the course of human history's continuous development, specific goals and means within ideological and political education resem-

ble individual links in a chain. In the process of shaping the value of ideological and political education, although the ultimate goal remains 

constant, it can be further categorized into short-term, medium-term, and long-term objectives based on temporal criteria. They are not iso-

lated or static but rather undergo constant change and updates. In this dynamic context, ideological and political education requires a continual 

integration of new content to propel its own innovation and development in tandem with the evolving times.
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more like a balloon. With the cooperation of hand pulling, pinching and pulling, he shapes various shapes while blowing. Soon, 

a lifelike animal or plant shape appears. The production of marshmallow blowing sugar generally has the following processes: 1 

First stir the sugar syrup with appropriate temperature evenly, then wrap a little sugar syrup with a small wooden stick, put it in 

your hand and knead it back and forth like noodles to form a ball, then gently press a pit with your thumb, then close the small 

hollow oblate ball, and then gradually shape it with both hands; 3. To be blow-molded, you can use bamboo sticks, scissors and 

It has two very important tricks in the production process of blowing sugar. First, the raw materials should be good enough 

with the appropriate temperature. The best maltose shall be selected for further progress. The temperature in the production 

process shall not be too high or too low. When the temperature is high, the maltose is soft and can not be shaped, and when the 

temperature is low, the maltose is too hard and can not be shaped. Therefore, it is very important to boil the dilute sugar. Sugar 

blowing pays attention to both seasons and regions. The best season for sugar blowing is generally from October to April of the 

next year. During this period, the temperature is low, it is easy to set, and the weather is dry and not easy to melt. Compared 

with the south, sugar blowing is more suitable in the north. The weather in the south is humid and the sugar is easy to melt. The 

their hands. Second, blow while molding and use gas properly. When blowing, we should grasp the strength, pay attention to the 

priorities, cooperate with the different actions of both hands, and quickly complete the modeling before the sugar hardens. This 

is the key to the production of sugar blowing man, which can not be taught by language, and the producer needs to ponder and 

experience through practice. The sugar blower is not simple as looks. It takes years of practice for craftsmen to have very skilled 

techniques and skills. Because the temperature of the sugar syrup is very high, sugar blowers often have thick calluses on their 

.

Therefore, the manufacturing technology and process of Ma’s sugar blowing are very particular. Due to the characteristics 

of the material sugar syrup, the manufacturing process should not be long. It has to be completed in about a minute, and 

some times are even shorter. Once it is not completed in a short time, the sugar syrup will slowly harden due to the change of 

temperature, so there is no way to shape it. The production process of Ma’s sugar blowing man mainly focuses on the hand (the 

hand should be fast, accurate and skillful), the eye (the eye should see the position), the heart (the heart should be peaceful 

stable), and the temperature (the temperature of the sugar should be well matched with the temperature and humidity of the 

weather). This is the uniqueness of Ma’s sugar blowing technology.

2 Subject matter and content
The subjects of Ma’s sugar blowing are animals and plants. Animal Themes mainly include the twelve zodiac series and 

animals with auspicious meanings. Plants include gourd, pepper, corn, radish, apple, pomegranate and other simple themes. 

There are two forms of these themes: single form and combined form. Some animals can shape a variety of images, such as 

cattle, bullfighting, buffalo, yellow bull, etc; Another example is the horse, including galloping horse, warhorse, flying horse, 
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