
- 26 -

10.18686/wef.v2i3.4290

A Three-dimensional Exploration of National Security 
based on an Educational Maintenance Perspective

Liqing Yuan, Huhu Wang

Bureau of Human Resources and Social Security of the Pingliang, Pingliang, 744000, China

�

Abstract: Education plays a pivotal role in the maintenance of national security, and its role in maintaining national security, as the corner-

stone of national development, is becoming more and more prominent. With the deepening development of globalisation, the challenges to 

national security are becoming more and more complex and diverse, which requires us to examine the functions and roles of education from 

a broader perspective. Three-dimensional analysis, as a comprehensive research method, can deeply analyse the multidimensional role of 

education in safeguarding national security. Through the analysis, we expect to be able to further understand the important role of education in 

safeguarding national security, and to provide strong theoretical support and practical guidance for building a more secure and stable society. 

Based on this, the following three-dimensional analysis of education in maintaining national security is discussed for reference.
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Introduction
National security is a prerequisite for the survival and development of a country, while education is the cradle for training the future 

builders and successors of the country. In the current complex and volatile international environment, education is not only a place for im-

parting knowledge and cultivating abilities, but also an important position for safeguarding national security. The purpose of this paper is to 

clarify the key role of education in national security strategy and to propose corresponding educational strategies, with a view to providing 

educational-level thinking and suggestions for the maintenance of national security.

1. The basic philosophy of national security education
The core of this philosophy lies in integrating national security education into all stages of national education, making it an important 

part of civic education. National security education emphasises comprehensiveness, covering a wide range of fields such as economy, culture, 

society, ecology and information. It focuses not only on military defence, but also on the prevention of and response to non-traditional security 

threats. Through interdisciplinary knowledge transfer, citizens are able to fully understand the complexity and multidimensionality of national 

security and form a comprehensive view of security. National security education focuses on in-depthness, aiming to make citizens deeply 

understand the close connection between national security and personal well-being through an in-depth and simple educational approach. The 

content of education includes not only the basic concepts of national security and laws and regulations, but also the historical lessons, practical 

challenges and future trends of national security, so that citizens can deeply understand the importance of national security from a historical 

and practical perspective. National security education advocates a systematic approach, ensuring the continuity and systematic nature of na-

tional security education by building a coherent system from basic education to higher education. At different stages of education, the content 

and methodology of national security education should be focused on both the cognitive development level of students and the development 

needs of society. National security education emphasises practicality and encourages citizens to apply what they have learnt about national 

security in their real lives and work. [1]

2. The Relevance of Education for Maintaining National Security
2.1 Cultivate socialist builders with all-round development of morality, intelligence, physicality, and aesthetics

The significance of education in maintaining national security is reflected in its important role in cultivating socialist builders with all-

round development in ethics, intellect, physicality, beauty and labour. A well-rounded socialist builder not only possesses solid professional 

knowledge and skills, but also has firm socialist core values, and can play an active role in national construction and social development. 

Through moral education programmes and practical activities, the education system fosters patriotism, collectivism and a sense of social re-

sponsibility among students, enabling them to become law-abiding, honest and trustworthy citizens. In terms of intellectual education, educa-
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tion focuses on cultivating students' creativity and critical thinking so that they can adapt to the rapidly changing social and economic environ-

ment. Physical education not only enhances students' physical fitness, but also develops their team spirit and sense of competition. Aesthetic 

education enhances students' aesthetic ability and cultural literacy, and promotes cultural heritage and innovation. Labour education enables 

students to understand the value of labour and cultivate their habits of hard work and thriftiness as well as their practical ability. [2] Through 

such a comprehensive education, the country is able to produce builders who are both capable and responsible, providing a solid foundation of 

talent for the country's long-term stability and development.

2.2 Achieving equitable and quality education
Another relevance of education for national security lies in the realisation of equitable and quality education. Equity in education is the 

cornerstone of social justice, ensuring that every citizen has equal access to education regardless of origin, gender, geography or economic sta-

tus. Through the formulation and implementation of education policies, the State can reduce educational disparities between urban and rural 

areas, regions and between schools, and ensure that all students have access to quality education. This not only helps to improve the overall 

quality of the nation, but also promotes social harmony and stability. At the same time, quality education can cultivate students' innovative 

spirit and practical ability, providing a steady stream of talents to support the development of the country. The improvement of education qual-

ity is also reflected in the updating of education content and the innovation of teaching methods, so that education can be closer to the needs 

of society and the development of science and technology, and lay a solid foundation for the future career of students. By achieving fair and 

quality education, the State can build a more just, open and dynamic society and lay a solid foundation for national security and development.

2.3 Energising sustainable national development
The relevance of education in the maintenance of national security is also reflected in the fact that it energises national sustainable 

development. Sustainable development requires the country to achieve balanced development in the three areas of economy, society and en-

vironment, and education is a key factor in achieving this goal. The education system promotes the development of a green economy and a 

circular economy by fostering talents with environmental awareness and the concept of sustainable development. Education can also promote 

scientific and technological innovation and industrial upgrading, and improve the country's competitiveness and risk-resistance. In addition, 

education can enhance citizens' awareness and ability to participate in social governance and public affairs, and promote the construction of 

democracy and the rule of law in society. Through education, the country is able to produce one batch after another of talented people with an 

international outlook and the ability to innovate, who will become the driving force behind the country's sustained development. Education is 

therefore not only a guarantee of national security, but also a source of power for sustainable national development.

3. Three-dimensional exploration of education to maintain national security
3.1 National Security Capacity Dimension

The education system, through the cultivation of professional talents, delivers high-quality experts in the fields of intelligence analysis, 

network security, counter-terrorism and riot control to the national security agencies. The cultivation of these talents requires not only the 

transfer of professional knowledge, but also the training of practical skills to ensure that they can respond quickly and effectively in the face 

of complex and changing security threats. Education also plays an important role in enhancing the self-protection capability of citizens. By 

popularising education on security knowledge, such as disaster prevention, emergency escape and personal protection, citizens are able to 

raise their awareness of security in their daily lives and reduce the incidence of security incidents. In addition, education should also strength-

en attention to emerging security areas, such as cybersecurity education, to help citizens identify cyber fraud and protect personal privacy, 

thus preventing cyberattacks and information leakage at the source. Education is indispensable in promoting scientific and technological in-

novation and upgrading national security technology. By encouraging scientific research and innovation, education can promote the research, 

development and application of security technologies, such as intelligent surveillance systems and biometrics, which have advanced to make 

the country more efficient and precise in preventing and responding to security threats. [3]

3.2 International Exchange and Cooperation Dimension
In the dimension of international exchange and cooperation, education is an important bridge to promote understanding and trust be-

tween countries and build a common security system. Through international educational exchange programmes, such as student exchanges 

and mutual visits of scholars, it can enhance mutual understanding among people of different countries, reduce misunderstanding and preju-

dice, and lay a humanistic foundation for international security cooperation. Education also plays an important role in the study and discussion 

of international security issues. By organising international seminars and co-operative research projects, educational institutions are able to 

gather global wisdom and jointly discuss strategies for solving transnational security issues, such as counter-terrorism co-operation and cyber 

security governance, etc. These co-operations help to form a synergy for the international community to jointly address security challenges. 
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Education is crucial in fostering security personnel with an international outlook. Through the provision of programmes on international rela-

tions and global governance, education can produce talents who understand the security needs of their own countries and are also familiar 

with international rules and multilateral mechanisms, and who can play the role of a bridge and a link in international security affairs, thus 

promoting the development of international security cooperation at a deeper level.

3.3 National Security Awareness Dimension
In the dimension of national security awareness, education is a key way to shape citizens' security concepts and enhance national se-

curity culture. Through school education, from primary school to university, national security education is incorporated into the curriculum 

system, so that students can establish a correct view of national security from an early age and realise the close connection between national 

security and personal interests. Education plays an important role in enhancing citizens' sense of participation and responsibility. By carrying 

out educational activities on the theme of national security, such as lectures, competitions and simulation exercises, education can inspire citi-

zens to participate in national security affairs and encourage them to actively fulfil their obligations to safeguard national security in their daily 

lives. Education is indispensable in spreading knowledge of national security and improving the public's ability to take security precautions. 

Through media education, public lectures and other forms, education can popularise knowledge of national security laws and regulations, se-

curity prevention techniques and other knowledge, so that citizens can make correct judgements and responses when facing various security 

threats. Education is also important in cultivating citizens' critical thinking and independent judgement. Through education, citizens can learn 

to distinguish between true and false information and resist the erosion of false and harmful information, thereby maintaining national security 

and social stability in the information age.

4. Strategies for education to maintain national security in three dimensions
4.1 Cultivating national identity and patriotism

The first dimension of education in maintaining national security is realised by cultivating a sense of national identity and the spirit 

of patriotism. The core of this strategy lies in strengthening students' identification with the country and stimulating their patriotic feelings 

through educational content and teaching activities. School education can build up a deep affection for the country by telling about the coun-

try's glorious achievements and heroes through history programmes, so that students can learn about the country's history and culture. At the 

same time, through social practice activities, such as visiting revolutionary sites and participating in community services, students can per-

sonally experience the development of the country and the progress of society, further enhancing their sense of national identity. In addition, 

schools can also create a strong patriotic atmosphere by organising activities such as national holiday celebrations and flag-raising ceremonies, 

so that students can constantly feel the education of patriotism in their daily lives. Through such educational strategies, the country is able to 

cultivate a group of citizens with a strong sense of national identity and patriotism, who are able to consciously safeguard the interests and 

dignity of the country in the face of national security challenges.

4.2 Enhancing national quality and innovation capacity
The second dimension of education in the maintenance of national security is realised through the enhancement of national quality and 

innovation ability. The key to this strategy is to improve the quality and efficiency of education through the continuous reform and improve-

ment of the education system, and to cultivate talents with high quality and innovation ability. Educational institutions should focus on the 

all-round development of students, not only imparting knowledge, but also fostering critical thinking, problem-solving ability and innovative 

spirit. Students' interest in learning and creativity should be stimulated through the introduction of advanced teaching methods and technolo-

gies, such as flipped classroom and project-based learning. At the same time, education should also work closely with industry to understand 

market demand and adjust educational content so that students can quickly adapt to the needs of society and work after graduation. [4] By up-

grading national quality and innovation capacity, the country can occupy a favourable position in global competition and effectively respond 

to various security challenges.

4.3 Strengthening rule of law education and civic awareness
The third dimension of education in the maintenance of national security is achieved through the reinforcement of the rule of law educa-

tion and civic awareness. This strategy focuses on making students understand the importance of the law through education and cultivating 

their concept of the rule of law and their habit of obeying the law. Schools should incorporate education on the rule of law into their curricula 

and make students understand the authority and role of the law through the study of legal knowledge and activities such as moot courts. At the 

same time, education should also focus on fostering civic awareness among students, making them aware of their rights and duties as citizens, 

and encouraging them to take an active part in public affairs and to become responsible members of society. By strengthening education in 

the rule of law and civic awareness, the State is able to establish a law-abiding and actively participating social environment, which is of great 
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significance in maintaining social stability and national security. Through education, the state is able to cultivate a group of citizens with a 

concept of the rule of law and civic awareness, who are able to act in accordance with the law and actively participate in the maintenance of 

national security when confronted with national security issues. [5]

5. Conclusion
Education plays an indispensable role in maintaining national security. These three dimensions of education complement each other and 

together build a solid barrier of national security. In the future, we should continue to deepen education reform, optimise education content 

and innovate education methods, so as to escort national security with the power of education, and contribute wisdom and strength to the great 

rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.
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